
Was Muhammad’s life documented well?  Are details of his life known?   

The existence and historical details of Muhammad, the central figure in Islam, are subjects of scholarly 

debate. While Muslim tradition holds that Muhammad was born in Mecca around 570 CE and received 

divine revelations that formed the Quran[1], some non-Muslim scholars question the reliability of these 

accounts due to the lack of contemporary evidence[2]. The earliest non-Muslim sources mentioning 

Muhammad date to shortly after his reported death in 632 CE, describing him variously as a trader, 

monotheist preacher, and military leader[3]. However, these sources present conflicting portrayals, and 

some scholars argue that there is insufficient archaeological and historical evidence to confirm the 

traditional Islamic narrative of Muhammad's life and the early spread of Islam[2][3]. The details of his 

life remain uncertain[3][4]. 
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