
What is irregular warfare? 

Irregular warfare refers to a type of armed conflict that differs from conventional warfare between state 

militaries. It typically involves non-state actors using unconventional tactics against government forces 

or civilian populations[1][2]. This form of warfare often blurs the distinction between combatants and 

civilians, employing strategies such as guerrilla tactics, terrorism, and insurgency[2][3]. Irregular warfare 

aims to wear down the enemy through persistent harassment, flexible tactics, and rapid maneuvers, 

often incorporating political, psychological, social, and economic factors alongside military ones[1][2]. 

Historically, it has been used by colonial powers against indigenous peoples and later by smaller groups 

against larger, more sophisticated military forces[3][4]. In modern contexts, irregular warfare has been 

associated with insurgencies, counterinsurgencies, and terrorist activities, presenting significant ethical 

and legal challenges due to its often indiscriminate nature and the involvement of non-state 

actors[2][3]. 
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