
What is the difference between Numbers 31 and the last chapter of Judges?  

In the Book of Numbers the Lord gave Israel victories on their way to the Promised Land (Nu 21:1–4, 21–

35; 31:1–54).  One of these victories was over five Midianite kings (Nu 31:1–54).  The spoils of war 

included thirty-two girls who were assigned to the priests to become slaves or to be employed in the 

sanctuary (Ex 38:8; 1 Sam. 2:22).1  It was God’s desire that the children of Israel come out of idolatry and 

be separated.  

In the last book of the Book of Judges the tribes of Israel had responded in anger over the treatment of a 

Levite concubine (Judg 20:1–21:25).  The tribes of Israel had sworn not to allow their daughters to marry 

a Benjamite (vv. 21:1–7).2 

Regarding the matter of taking wives3, the Faithlife Study Bible commentary explains:   

21:9 the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead Since Jabesh-gilead had failed to participate in bringing 

justice on Benjamin, the Israelite men decide that the city must now be punished. They seemed 

to have viewed this decision as falling within a provision of divine war….The Israelite men 

probably decided to spare a group of virgins because Moses had previously made a similar 

decision (Num 31:17–18). This is how they end up providing women for the remaining 

Benjaminite men, so that the Benjaminite tribe may continue to exist…. 

21:10 and the women and children The order again typifies the degradation of the times. While 

the people assemble at Bethel (v. 2) and lament before God for Benjamin, they never consult 

Yahweh for a solution. This, and the overall absurdity of the decisions of the Israelite men, 

suggests that although the Israelite men thought they were following Yahweh’s principles, they 

weren’t. 

21:11 thing you will do The tribes of Israel impose the principle of cherem on Jabesh-gilead, 

sparing only virgin girls….4 

God’s way is the best way.  When confronted with a dilemma, his wisdom and guidance should be 

sought.  He requires that his people separate themselves from the ungodly world system (1 Jn 2:15).   
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