
Who are the Jesuits and why are they dangerous?  

The Jesuits, officially known as the Society of Jesus, are a Romani Catholic religious order founded by 

Ignatius of Loyola in 1534 and formally established by Pope Paul III in 1540[1][2]. Their primary mission 

initially focused on serving marginalized groups, but it quickly expanded to include countering the 

spread of Protestantism during the Counter-Reformation[1][2]. The Jesuits have been viewed as 

dangerous by some due to their perceived influence and power. They were accused of being the pope's 

secret military arm and of operating independently, which led to their expulsion from various countries 

and eventual dissolution in 1773, though they were later reestablished in 1814[3][4]. Jesuits posed a 

threat to lawful authority in many nations, citing their oath of loyalty to the pope and involvement in 

political affairs[4][5].   
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