
".., lhe Church of Jesus Christ has done more-ond often still does
more-Ihan ony olher institution in hislory to olleviole poverly.
Furthermore, it has set lhe poltern for relief thot is copied woildwide."

Y
\A{CA

music, ocls of compossion, ond freedom we loke for gronted hove come
from the influence of Christions over the centuries. Christions who hove
followed Jesus Chrisl's commonds to love God snd love their neiohbors qs
themselves hove mqde powerful contributions to our world.

o YMCA. The Younq Men's Christion Associotion thot todov serves
more thon 20 mil i ion oeoole worldwide wos founded bv Bri t ish
Christ ion Georqe Wil l ioms in the lB4Os. The YMCA wis formed
with the prrpor"" of  " the winning of young men toJesus Christ ,  ondFollowino the exomole of these oowerful words of Jesus, Christions throuqhout the

centurieihove reoclied out with'bve to those in need especiolly the poor,-weok, ond needy.

Dur ing t l -1s Romon Empire,  fcmi l ies weTe encoLroged to obondo,^ unwonted
chi ldren ond o l  ow info^t*  tn  d ie Chr is- inns snoke onoins ' th-ose oets rhey
'"1.,"J i nto nri, .o,"J foi oipl;.', ;;;;;, 5' J].""*t;;;'i i?",u
Despite their  own need, eorly Christ ions voluntor i ly pooed their  reso- 'ces ond
the church's properiy2 r  order to suppon orphons, widows, the sick, pr isone's,
the disobled, ond others in need of he p.

Bosil of Coe.soreo ord St. Chrysostom of Constontilople [4 cenilv): Both
"urged'he constructi on ol orphanotroph,ia" lo core lor o'pl'ons. Th s wos porl
of o trend within Christ ir^rnihr from its ccir l iest doirs tn ,^ore lor n'nhons ond others" " " / , " " " '
who were helpless.

In the I  BOO's, dur ing the Industr iol  Revolut ion in Europe, people moved into ihe
ci-ies'o find work Mony found s'orvorion rsteod. fhe Solvation Armywas
founded byWil l ion Booth (18291912),  a n nisrer,  lo help the poo'est people
in w th lood, srel ter,  ond support  for their  fomil ies. "Thieves, prost i tutes, gomblers,
ond d'un<ords were omong Boo-h's f 'st converts to Chr stion;V. To congregotiors
who were desperolely poor,  he preoched hope o'd solvot ion. Fis oim wos to
leod people to Christ  ond l ink them to o church for further spir i tuol  guidonce."3

the bui lding in them of Christ ion chorocter."  Young men
who went io the cities to find work often turned tJcrime
ond olcohol ism. The YMCA wos o rel igious orqonizot ion
thct combined ohvsico octivities with e-ducotionol ond
rel igious oct iv i t ies.

. Child labor laws: In Enqlond, some children os vounq
os four or five worked ln"the cool mines ond fobii. rii lt
more ihon l6 hours o dov. Throuah the combined efforts

. There ore dozens or Christion relief organizat'ions, employ rg
mo'e thor 30,000 humor' to ' ion workers o'ound he wo' ld,
shippino more thon 225,OOa mefr ic tons of food, ond hondl ing
disoster-rel ief  for ni l l ions o[ people onnuol ly They se've the
needy people oro-nd -he world w' l^ food, clorhing, medico
suppl ies, medicol  core, smol l  loons, dr inkoble woter,  ond
shelter. ln 2OO7 , seven of the top twenly-seven internotionol
rel ief  ond deve opnent orgonizot ions {os ronked by the
Americon Insi i tute of Phi lonthropy),  were Christ ion, the rest hod
no rel iq;ous of{ i l  ot ion. *

* Americon Insl i tute of Ph onthropy (A Pl,  o nonprof i t  chof i ly lvotchdog cnd nformotlon service
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of  severol  commit ted f  f  r 'c r inn< o.^o. i . l l , ,  o" tho, ly^^,  
WA'hL;C';;;, ;l- t...*. 

"' '1.'Jlh;ii:;b,;y r I ou ,-
B5), Englond's Porl iomert posseo o number of bi l ls p 'ov ding ruch-
needed leg,slof ion prolecl ing chi ld 'er obused by empoyers. f
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So God creoled mon in his own image, in the imoge of God he creoted him;
male ond female he crealed fhem. -Gen esis I .27

Bi6i; a;ilhi lo*i dotinq 1500 yeqrs before Chriii
ecting the weok ond innoient. thl gible, for instronce,
down rules obout proiectinq employees, orphqns,n rules obout prolrecting employees, orphons,

ond foreigners (Molochi 3:5, Jomes l:271.

re is o l ist  of  just o hondful  ol  Ley Christ ,ons ond evenis
rouohout historv who hove mode c difference in the oreo
' -he  vo lue  o t  i -mon l i te :

. Csllisfus of Rome i3'd century): A former slove who
lole'  become B'shop of Rome, Col l istus stronoly
opposed Romon inforlicide, as did Clement-of
Alexondria, o Greek theologion influentiol in Eoypt.
Tertullian (co. I 60 - ca. 24Ol wos on Africon i'hurch
folher who olso openly opposed infoni ic ide

Conslonline ond Licinius issue the Edict of Milan (3 I 3
AD), which provided Christ ions with the opportuni ly fo
lego ly voice their  concerns over intont ic ide, ul t imotely
leoding to i ts formol obol ishment in 374 by Christ ion
Emper6r Volentinisn.

Lactantius \c. 240-c. 320): Church fother ond tutor
to one of the sons of Constontine the Greot, Loctontius
commented in Divine lnstitutes (l .6i on the proctice o{
obondoninq chi ldren outside to die: " l t  is as wicked to
exoose os i t  is to ki l l . "

Afro of Augsburg (loter 3'd century): A former prostitule
who converted to Christionilv Alro ministered to
ooondo^ed chi ldren.

Honorius and Theodosius r, (5'h century emperors):
Rnth  nroe la imce l  tha t  ̂ bondoned ch l ld ren  must  be" " '  Y
qnnounced before o church. l f  the chi ld wos not
cloimed, the f inder wos ol lowed to keep ond core for
the  ch i ld .

Justinisn (483-565): Byzontine emperor who hod
his iur ists prepore theJust inion Code, which cleor ly
condemned obort lon ond infont ic ide os i l leqol.

Becouse humon beings ore mode in God's imoge, they hove elrernolworth;
ond so Christions hove worked to defend humon life.

. King Mognus of Norway { 1 3'h century) ruled thot porents who exposed
their  chi ld,  result ing in deoth, were to be chorged with murder.

. JohnCalvin {1509-64): Leoder in the Protestont Reformotion, Frencn-oorn
Colvin, who loter f  ed lo Switzer lond, wrote, "The unborn chi ld . . .  thouqh
e n c o s e d i n t h e w o m b o f i t s m o t h e r , i s c | r e c d y o h u m o n -
beinq . . .  ond should not be robbed of the l i fe which i t  hos
not yet begun io enioy.

George Mueller il B05 9B): Born in Prussio, Mueller wos
on evongel ist  who estobl lshed orphonoqes in Brlstol ,
Engiond, ofter o cholero epidemic. Forlhe next 60 yeors,
he cored for more fhon IO.OOO orohaned or obondoned
ch i ld ren .

Amy Carmichoel (l 867 1951 ): A young, single womon in
Indio with the Dohnovur Fel lowshio l r ish-born Cormichcre
helped rescue young girls who otherwise would likely
become lemole prost i tutes.

Eric Liddell119O2 1945): Scottish othlete ond Christion
populor ized by the f i lm "Choriots of Fire."  Born in Chino
io missionorv oorents, Liddell oter returned to Chinc ofter
w inn ing  cn  C lympic  ao ld  medc in  1924.  He tought  in  on
Annln-Ch inosc  s r -hnn l  He d iod  in  n  l r ronneso in te rnment,  ' , ' Y ' "  - '

comp dur ing  Word  Wor  l l .

lreneWebster-Smilh: Young, sing e lrish womon who went
to-.Jopon in l9l6 cnd spent her- l i fe rescueing gir ls f rom l ives
ol p 'os- 'ut ion. sett ing up hones lor then.

Rev. Mortin Luther King,.Jr.119,29 68,). Boptist minister
who spoke in support  of  foir  ond equol t reotment for Afr icon-
Americons in the Uni ied Slotes durino the I  960s. He wos
cworded the \obel Peoce Prize in 1964.

Mother Tereso lqlo-?7). Born in Mocedonio to
Albonion porenls, Mother Tereso, estobllshed the Crder
of Missionaries of Chori ty,  reochinq out to the unrovee,
uncored {or, ond forgotten people in Colcutto, Indio. She

|  , l  r  i
wos owOlceo Tne l \ooe reoce r r rze tn lv /v

Mother Teresa



Christions hove troditionollv ploced qreot emphqsis on reqdino the Bible
ond educotion in porticul:f:'ttt" prociicol or1r5bm.e of such o. peispective hos
resulted in numerous contributions lo educqtion throughout histoiy.

. Basil the Grest (c. 330 329): Bishop of Coesorec ond brother of St.
G'eoorv of Nvsso. Bosi oreoched oooinst "weo,thv londowners who
r"fr id ' to thol"  wlth the storvino,"a tF'us emohasizir ic sociol  iust ice. Bosi l
estoblished centers to distributelood to the needy orid set up'the Bosileus,
"o sort  of  hostel  ond hospitol  in one for the poor,  hungry ond {oreigners."5

"the Holy Experiment," living ct peoce with the Notive Americons in the areo.

WillismWibertorcelT5q 1833): Christicn obolitionisi who olso served

horne in Hisponio lo { todoy Hoi t i  ond the Dom_inicon Republ ic) .
He becone concerned with tle oppression ol the notive people
in Hisponio o ond soenf  nore lhon 5O yeors f  ght ing Ior  l^e
r i n h t q  n f  n r ] i n o n n , q  n o n n l o c  n l  t h o  A m o r i e n q" u " ' "  " '

Roger Willioms and Williom Penn: Wi ll io ms, o Bo ptisi c nd fou nder
of Rhode ls lond, ond Penn, o Quoker ond founder of PennsyJvonio,
bolh helped pove the wov for re iqious freedom in America with
their efforts in rhe lZ'h cenlury. Wlllicms believed "thot the stote must
.o- coerce the consc,ence of t re ;"d vidrol"  ono Penn " l 'eo-ed -he

Indicns with Christ ion chori ly ond iust ice."6 Penn col led Pennsylvcnio,

os o member of Englondt House of Commons, Wilberforce
comooioned t i relesi lv for the obol i t ion of s loverv beoinnino in
17B:9 Yorry{ou'yeors loter. iust belo'e nis deol, W lb"rf6r."
heord thotPorl ioment hod possed the Abol i t ion Act.  As o'esult ,

. Bortolome de Los Cosos (1484-1566): After troveiinq to the
New World twice, once with Columbus, Bortolome mode hi .

lome ZOO,O0O sloves were set free. By lB4O, the British
empire hod obolished slcvery complelely. Wilberforces efforts

roproly,  evenluol ly oecomrn9 occessrble ono ol lordoble
ro common OeoDte.

Monasbries drring lhe Middle Ages: 
-hese 

rel:g;ous
communities olso served educotionol ourooses. Monks
studied, t o^sloteo, ord ,ecorded works I wos f om these
monistic roots thot formc schools ond educolion institutions
orose, lcter giving rise Io universilies. n the United Stotes,
modern universifies were founded cs Christion institutions
{for instonce, f-lorvord, Ycle, ond Princeton).

Veneroble Bede {c. 673735). Enq ish monk ond outhor
of the first book on English hislory flhe Ecctesiastical
History of the English People, 23 1 ), Bede hos been
col led "the most leorned mon of his ooe."z

Boelhius (4BOc. 525);  As o Romon nobemon, Boelhius wos
one of the best educoted men of his time. His mothemctics were
used in eorlv universities ond his life qool wos to ircnslote ol of
the oncieni Greek philosophy ond c 6ssiccl literoture into Lotin.
He wrote thousonds of documents. includino his Consolations
of Phitosophy, which "would become the most reod book of the
Middle Ages "'s

Educction wos clso imoortonl lo Proleslanl Reformers who
believed oypeople should be oble to reod ond understond the
Bible for themselves. Mortin lufherdecided to tronslofe the
Bible lnto Germon, ond wonted ovpeope to leorn to reod.
John Colvin estoblished cn Acodemy in Genevo, which ater
become o .-rn versil'v.

Friedrich Froebel 11 7 82 1 8 5 2 ) : Germo n Lulhero n
E . ^ - L - l  ^ ^ r ^ L l ; ^ L ^ ^  ̂!  . c o t i o r -  I o r  c h i d r e n  b VI  u g u g t  g J t u u i l J , E U  c u l

originot ing kindergorten.

Roberl Roikes (173618 1 1 ); Remembered os the
founder of the Sundoy school movement,  Roikes of
Gloucesteq Enqlond, souqhl to provide Christ ion
educot ion for ooor chl  dren ond chi ldren who otherwise
would not receive a bibl ico educct ion.

Friedrich Froebel

cl-roniced in the f i lm 'Anozing G'oce."
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fhe heovens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his honds. -Psolm l9: I

Mony significont discoveries in the field of science were mode by men ond
wom'en ilho were Christions. Such figures include ... . lsooc Newton (1642 1727): Eaolish physicisl ond mothemolicion whose

mony occo'rol ishmerls inc uding rhe discovery ol  the low of grovi !  fhe

Robert Grosselesle lc. I175 I253): Fronciscon bishop, os well os the first
choncellor of Oxford. He "first proposed lhe inductive, experimentol method."e

Williom of Ockhom (l 280 I 349): Fronciscon monk, Cckhom contributed to
the development of science wilh "Ockhom's Rozor,
cr nr incinle oft"n s-o'ed os the simniest exnlonot ion is
usuol ly correct.  In science this generol ly meons thot

r '  I  r r r  d e r l v e d w i - h o u i e x c e s s i v eexpronoi lons snour0 0e
ossumptions.

Nicolous Copernicus ll 47 3'1543): Polish ostronomer
rn rh^  ^ .^^^ .o l  tho  ho l ; ^ .on i r i r  mor ]o l  ln lnnetsr r v  !  v  f e V O V ' n g

oround the sun).

Golileo Galilei (l 564 I 642): An ltolion ostronomer
ond physiclsi who first used o telescope in his reseorch
This opprooch led to nurerous discoveries includingIn ts  opproocn leo  Io  numerous  o lscoveT les  Inc luo lng
moon r - rn to rq  mor rnq  nrh i t in^  l r rn i tc r  the .hnsos  o [Von, 's  ond s r  rnsnots .

J U Y I r e r /

Bloise Poscol11623 62). Frenchmon who pioneered
the science of nrobohil i -rr Ho rnr,r.  on n,-r-nmnlished, "  / .  '  : "  " " "  Y "  - : - - . " ' r
mothemot ic ion  cnd lnvented  on  eor ly  co lcu lo t ing
mochines, -he syr inge, ond the hydroul ic press

. Gregor Johonn Mendel \l822 B4l. A monk from Morovio (modern-doy
Czech Republ ic),  Mendel is known os the "folher of qenel ics,"  becouse of his
experimentot ion wi lh c 'oss-po, l in izol ion of peos.

invent ion of colculus

George Washington Carver lc. 1864
1943): An Africon-Americon chemist (his
porents were sloves), Corveri reseorch
on peonuts resulted in ror." thon 3OO
by-producls, while reseorch on sweet
po-o-oes resulted in more thon 1OO by-
products. l^ 1939 Corver wos oworded
the Roosevelt  Medol.  which reod in
nn , r  "Ta  n  cn  an f i c t  t  

" l b l y  Seek ing  f heY". ' i  "  "  ; "^ '  ; -  " ,
O U I O O n C e  O I  \ r O O  . . . .

Mony Christions hove olso influenced medicine.

. Johonnes Kepler 11571-
I 630): Germon ostronomer

, ond occomolished scientist

l r  oddit ion to qiv  ̂ q ' ise to t te odvent of hosp;tols,  Chr st ions
olso contr b-te-d to leolth care. .Florence Nghtingole
i l  820  1  910)  i s  v 'ewed os  he  lourder  o l  nurs ing ,  wh i le
the Inlernalionol Red Cross wos founded bv o ehristion
nomed Henry Dunan| ( l  B2B lg lO).  Louis 'Pasteur l lB22
95),  o dedicated Christ ion, provided vo uoble reseorch on
bocterio, which in turn led to the process of posteurizotion,
ster i l izot ion, cnd the development of numerous voccines.

(Mony more cou d be isled. See, for lnslonce, the books Men of Science, Men of

f;",0!t 
t1*ru Monis ond Sc/enfisfs Who Believe, edited by Eric Borrelt ond Dovid

ond occomplrsned screnl l
who coined the phrose,
, T l  I  l ,  

' l  
I' '  

lh inkrno L:od s -houohts
- . r , - -  r - , . - Y  1  v ^ . - t -  ^ . . Y  - - tol ler  nrm. \epte '  s tuo eu
noture in order to uncover rne rows
of God, nol inq l rot  ostro-oners ore "pr iests
of t 'e hiqhestGod ̂ reqord to t l^e boo< oI
nofure, 

' ' -not 
for hlmo- g1o y, but fo' lre glory

of God. Kepler's Astronomia Nova {Tl'e New
Astronory, l609) presents 'wo key ows of
ostronomy-the e liptlcol orbit of plonets ond the
w thot plorets do ̂ ot move of o uritorrr speed.

More lhon 60 Nobel lauredls who claim o
Chrislisn worldview have been recodnized
in the clrecrs of chemistry, literature,ihysics,
physiology or medicine, dnd pedce.



. Guidoof Arezzo, on ll 'h century.monk, offered f.ey
coniributions to the development of music nototion,
suggest ing the use of hor izontol  l ines ond spoces
to indicote the pitch ol noies. Bosed on o Lolin
hymn from oround AD 800, Guido olso come up
w' lh o mefhod of nemo' izot ion for s ngers thot is
now populory known os the "Do-Re-Mi" system. A
port ion of the or iginol  teoching hymn reods, "So thot
vour servonts mov sinq ot the tops of their voices the
wonders of your d."J., obsolve the sins from their
s to ined l ips . " ro

Golr/ee by Pembrondt

by Miche onge o

Germon born composer Garge Frederick
Handel il685 I 759\. wha lirLd in Britcin for
much of 

'his 
life, wrote'the odmired orotorio

Messiah 11742) in o moller of weeks.
Inf uenced by church music os diverse os
Luthercn, Cothol ic,  cnd Engl ish chorcl  music,
Hordel of fered oenuine ir iovof ions o ' rusicol
rorn with his unique uses oI the cl 'o ' ls {-re
"Hollelu jol^" cl^orus, trom Messiah is perl'oos
his best-l.nown workl.

Raphoel ( I 483'l 520): ltolicn ortist Roffoello
Sonzio is considered one of lhe qreotest ortisis
of the Renolssonce. In oddit ion to his point inos,
Ronhcrel nlso served ns on c,rchirer-t  in ,^hr^rrne of
St .  Peters  Bos i l i co  in  Rome {1514) ,  ihe  wor ld  s
lorgest church.

Rembrandt (1606-69): Dutch pointer Rembrondt
Hornensz von Ri in wos one ol  lhe world
greotesf pointers and is known for mony bibl icol
works including Return of the Prodigal Son
| 6 6 2 \

. Johann Sebastion Boch 116B5 lZ50), o dedicoted Christion, olso contributed
much to the world of music. A proliflc composer, Boch requlorly wrote socred
music,  dedicot ing his efforts to the glory of God. In the reolm of music theory
ond techn ique,  Boch s l  l serves  os  o  p ' ime exompe o f  low.o  wr i le  t -od i t iono l
Wesle 'a  mus ic .  H is  mnqtar r r  ^ I  -  . i . ^ l  rn lq tgppg i l t  remoins  odmi red  ond
imitoted.

. Michelangelo 1147 5 I 564): ltolion Renoissonce ortist Michelongelo Buonorroti
is remembered for his mony bibl ico ly inspired works of ort  including the
sculpture of David, his pointinq of the Sistine Chopel in Rome, and'The Last
Judgment. Michelongelo "befeved thoi spiriluol volue could be found in oll
noturol  beouly." t t

1

cf the Prodigoi Son bv Rembrondt



Christionity's influence on the literoture in the Wesi is striking.

. Augusline penned whot is considered one of the eorliest works of outobiogrophy
in Confessions, os well os the clossic work Ihe City of God.

. Dante Alighieri 11265l32l): The Divine Comedy, consisting ol lnferno,
Purgatorio, and Paradiso, is o clossic worL of lileroture.

. Geoffrey Chaucer lca. 1342l4OO): English poet ond outhor of the clossic work
The CanterburyTales, Choucer, o Christion, is credited with introducing the

. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn (b. I 9 1 B): Russicn outhor
ond histor ion, os wel l  os recipient of  the Nobel Pr ize
in Literoture, who wrote obout Soviet lobor comps (the
Gulog) ond wos oter exi led from Russio.

Jesus communicqted importqnt ideqs thof touch
upon the centrol qreos of philosophy: epistemology
(how we know), metophysics (whot is ultimqte
reolity), qnd ethics (right ond wrong, morol virtue).
When osked qbout the "greotesl commondmenl,"
Jesus replied, "Love the lord your God wirh oll
your heort qnd with ollyour soul qnd wirh qllyour mind"
(Morrhew 22:371. From its beginnings, Christionity stressed lhe
importonce of the mind.

.  Augusl ine(354 430):  Sl  Augusl ine, Bishop o[ Hippo { in northerr Afr ico),
is per l 'ops the greotest eor ly phi losophe'of the Ch';st ion cl 'urch. Aufhor
of 

'popul'or 
*orf, ,r.h c:s Coinfessions, On theTrinity, and City of God,

Auqust ine's ideos, which included tbe integrot ion of Plotonic thouqht with
Ch ristio n theism, hove i nf luenced Western-ph I losophy for centu riei.

.  Anse lm (1033 I  109) :  S t .  Anse lm,
Arc^bis^op of Conteroury, is creo ted with
invenling i' r s book Proslogion whot is
known os the ontolooicol  croument for the
existence of God, *tri.h o,g"r"s for lhe
existence of God on the boiis of God being
-l-e greo-est co^ceivoble being.

. Aquinos ll 225 7 4). Sl . f homos Aquinos is
cred ed with integrotir-g A.is-ote on thought
wit l -  Christ ior i \ .  The nedievo'  phi losopher
ond theoloqion provides the foundotion for
much of thJology ond philosophy. His "five
woys" demonstrote the existence of God
ond ore found ln his monumenlol  work,
Summa Theologica.

m a t a r  e n r  r n l o t  "

. John Calvinl I 50964): Colvins lnstitutes of the
: Christian Religion significontly infiuenced the course
,: of Protestontism, porticulorly in the United Stotes.

Puriton John Miltons Paradise Lostl1667l,
which recounts the Fol l  of  Mon, is considered o
moste 'n iece  o f  en i r  Fner  sh  l  re ro lu re .

John Bunyan ( I 628 BB): Pilgrim's Progress,
written while Bunvon wos imprisoned, offers
ol legoricol  insigr is :rro lhe Ch. ist ;on l i fe by [ol low;ng
the spir i luol  iournev ol  fhe no'r  cho'octer,  Cl ' r ist ion.
An enduring work of literoture, Pilgrjm's Progress
remoins o clossic work of Christ ion l i teroiure.

. Hsrriel Beecher Stowe (l B I I 96): Stowe's vivid
portroyol of slovery in her clossic 6ool lJncleTom's

Cabinl lB52),  oter coused Abrohom Lincoln to remork, "So this is the l l t t le
lody thct coused this greot wor.

. Russion author Fyodor Dostoevsky (l 821 B 1 ), inf uenced by Orthodox
Christ ionl lv,  provides t imeless insiqhts into humon noiure in works such os

. ln the 2Or' centurv, J.R.R. Tolkien
ond C.5. [ewis pbnned some of the
most popu or works of fontosy in print:
The Lord of the Rings ond the
Chronic es of Nornio

Crime and Punishment ond
:: The Brothers Karamazov

at o D, 'g ,n ion. , ls ! / ! ra .  .  noru:c.  p.  DB


