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A worldview is simply a view of the world. Everyone has one. A worldview
is the set of beliefs we hold about the big questions of life.

Here's how some exoerts describe a worldview:

A worldview is a set of presuppositions (assumptions which
may be true, partially true, or entirely false) which we

hold (consciously or subconsciously, consistently or
inconsistently) about the basic makeup of our world.
-James W. Sire, The lJniverse Next Door; A Basic

Worldview Catalog

A worldview is a map of reality. /t is the framework of
beliefs, values, and images within which a person makes

decisions and conducts the business of living.
-Leland Ryken, Culture in Christian Perspective

...every person carries within"his head a mental model of the world
- a subjective representation of reality.
-Alvin Toffler. Future Shock

why is your worldview
important?

Whether you know it or not, your
worldview influences the decisions you
make in life: Whether you go to church
or go surfing instead; whether you
pursue earthly wealth or spir i tual  gain;
whether you l ive in fear or hope.

Some beliefs you might hold strongly,
whi le other bel iefs you probably don' t
think about often. Your worldview
changes as your bel iefs change. l f  you
change the strong core beliefs in your
worldview, then your life will change
drastically.

Your worldview may or may not be true,
just like beliefs. A worldview can be true
about some things and not true about
other things. Beliefs in a worldview are
true if they match up with what really is.

how should we live?
What can we do to get to know

God? What does God want
r; from us? How can we Know

. what 's r ight and wrong? Do
|  , . "I- our lives have purpose?

I #W where are we' going?
What happens when
we die? ls there an

afterlife in Heaven or are
we reincarnated into other l iv ing beings? Or
is death the end?

what is a

otl or€ the big Qu€gt|Ops:,, of: l.ifq?,
what is real?

ls the world I experience real or is it just a figment of my imagination?
Are miracles real or are they just natural  occurrences we don't
understand? Can I even know
what's real?

is there a God?
ls  there just one God or many
gods? ls God close to us or
distant? ls there even a God
out there?

where did we come from?
Did God create human beings or did we just by chance evolve from
lower life forms? Do we have oast lives we can't remember? What does it
even mean to be human?
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Thcrc  i : ;  no  God

G o r l  i r ; , r l l

G o t l  i r ,  i n  , r l l

T h c r t  i r ,  . r  G o d ,
b r r t  l l c  i : ;  l i r n i t e d

Physical matter
and energy are
the only real i ty

God is  real ,  but
the wor ld is  an
i l l us ion

God is real and
generates reality

God is the maker
of the real

God and
something else
eternal are- i 'eal

Unknown

On ly  God  i s  rea l

God

God

and  someth ing

Var ious theor ies
(myths)  about  or ig ins

God who created out
of  noth ing

Humans  a re  a  p rod r . c t
of evolution

People can be e i ther
good or  bad;  humans
may be flawed but can
be corrected

Yes, but only by the
senses and logical
Yes, but only by the l
senses and logical  I
deduct ion 

I
I
I

Only the recognit ion I
of  godhood i i real ,  al l  I
e lse  is  i l l us ion  

I- l
Yes,  by the exper ience ]
of  becoming/growing ]

i
I

Yes, by the senses and I
logical  deduct ion I

I
i

I
I

Yes, by reason and I
supernatural revelation I

The  human  co re  i s  t  r e
same essence as Gcd

Part of God

Most  complex crealure
of  God's making

Humans are  good
internal ly but may be
caught in outward
i l lusion; the f law is also
i l lus ion

Humans are both; f law
is part of the growth
Process

People can be ei ther
good or bad*they
contain al l  that is
necessary for choosing;
no flaw exists

God
e lse

Produced by God
(possible for humur, ,
to be ei ther creater, l  or
theist ical  ly evolvecl  i

Can be e i ther ;
exists

no f law

T h t : t c  ,  r t ( '  r r a n y
G o r i r ;

T h t ' r t '  i r ,  o n l y

o t t t :  ( l o r  I

Gods and the
cosmos are real

God is the maker
of the real

God i s  t he  make r
o f  t he  rea l

Creat ion of  the go,

Created  by  God a : ,  , l i s
s iqnature  masterp i , , : c

Can be e i ther ;  no f law
exists

Original ly good, but
now bent; the flaw
is serious but can be
overcome with Godt
he lp

Orig inal ly  good,  but
now bent ;  the f law is
fata l ,  and only God can
fix it

I
I.-.- -,,-.--,.-----+-

Yes,  by reason and
supernatura l  revelat ion

The worship of God
is the beginning of al l
knowledge

The worship of God
is  the  beg inn ing  o f  a l l
knowledge





worldview should bc
coherent.
/ n  o the r  wo r r l s ,  t t  t t t ' r ' < / r ;  l r r  t t t ' t l l

/ o q t c a /  s t : t t t ; r '  I , r l r ' ,  l o r  r / r r l , t t l {  t ' ,

, r  w o r / r / v i o w  t l r , r l  ,  / , r i r r r ' ,  l l t l  o r t l y

I t t t l / r  w c  r , t t t  l t t o w  r ' ,  l / t , t l  t i t r ' t r ' i ' ;

n o  l t t t l / t  W { ' ( , r r 1  / . r t o w  l i r r r  l r r ' i i t ' i

i s  sa l l  r . r t r t t r , t c l i r  t r t r  y

wor ldv iew shoulc l  l r l
consis tent .
l f  someone be / reves  t / t t ' t t '  i r  t t r  r

such th ing  as  r igh t  ; t t t t l  w t , r t t r1 ,

then i t ' s  incons is te ' r t t  tO s , ty  ' r r ry

ac t ion- / i ke  mur t l t r  o t  f  , l (  r " t r r  i ' ;

wrong,  bec i tusc  i r r  l l r i : ,  w t tk lv r rw

n o t h i n g  c , t t r  l . r t ' r i r J l l l  ( ) t  w t t t t l t l

a  w o r l d v i e w ' , l r o t t l t i  l r , '

c o r n l l r c l t r t t ' , i v r ' .  / / , r  w t t r  h l v t r ' w

/ e a v t t s  l / t c  i r t t l  r l t t t " , l t r r r r "  r r /

/ i f e  t t t r , t t l ;w , ' r , ' t /  t l  / r ' , t v t ' r  t r ' ,

u r t s a t i s l r l r  i , r t t r  i  t / t t r ' t  l r (  ) t ) / ( " , ' ,

Fo r  t t xa t t t l t l r ' ,  , t  w t t r h l v t lw  l l t , t l

s a y s  G o ( /  i r ,  r , o  t i t ' , l , t t r l  l t r r t r t  l l ' ,

t i t a t  w c  < , r t t ' l  l t t o w  , t n y l l t r r t t l

a b o r l t  i r i t r r  / r ' , t v , ' r ,  t l " ' , r ' 1  r , t t , t l r ' r  i

f r o t t t  < s t t t  ( . t r ' , t t o r  , t r t r / ,  / r r r ' / r ' r s

a b o i i t  w / r , r l  ( i o r l  t t r r r ; l t l  w , r r r l

f r on r  us ,  l l  t  w t t l t l vn 'w  ( . l r r i r ; t i ; l n

o r  o the rw i s ( '  t / oc r , t t ' l . r t ) : ;w ( ' r

so r l ) L t  o l  / t l 0 ' s  r r t ( ) : ' t  i t t tPo t t , t t t t

ques t i ons ,  t l t ( l r r  r t  r s  t t o t  t t r t t t : l l

o f  a wor ldvtew.

a Biblical worldview
important?

interpretation: it gives us glasses
through which we can see meaning
to l ife. Just as an unfocused camera
prrovides a blurry image, our vtew of
tlrc world remains blurry without some
g/;rsses that correct it. All of us see the
world through some kind of glasses; our
urr<lerstanding of the world depends on
thc a/asses we use, A biblical Christian
wor/<lvicw gives us a lens through which
wc L-.rfr sce and tnterpret l i fe.

s tabi l izat ion:  i t  g ives us an anchor to
wlr ic l r  wc c i rn hold,  a moor ing in  l i fe .
A sirrlr rr,rvic.;.ttes in the vast ocean by
p/otlrrrq it.s position relative to the
fixrrr/ prosition of the stars. Any sailor
will tcll you that it is hard to determine
thtr position of the stars if the sea
is rotrr;1r, And, of course, the entire
pf()( (rss worr/d be worth/ess if the stars
tlrurrrst' ivc.s w(frc r)ot l ixc.d in the sky.
/ r r  .sy; r r i t r r , t / , t r r r /  r t r t t r / / t tc t t ta /  ntat ters,  a
wor ldvrcw qivc 's , r  person a stab/e deck
frorrr wirr<:h ite' carr p/ot his position in
thc r r r r ivcrso.

proclamat ion:  i t  g ives us a p lat form
f rorr  which we can speak a
nrc:t1;,rqc of l i fe. ln a world of chaos
,r r r r /  r  orr / r rsron,  a coherent  wor ldvtew
,r/:;o rTivtr-s i l  person a clarity and focus
l / r , r t  , r f  l r , r r  ls  nt tent ion;  i t  g ives the
(./rri,;t i ,rrr t 1;latform from which to
s l r r ' , r f  lo  t l tc  wor ld.
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